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Head of State of Samoa Acceptance Speech 
(Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Ta’isi Efi, Ti’afau, 25 July 2012) 

 

 

I thank God for His love and care.  I thank the country and our churches for 

their support and prayers.  I thank Parliament, the Prime Minister and 

Cabinet, the HRPP Party, the Leader of the Opposition and the Tautua Party, 

for their collective belief and active support in my re-election.   

 

I acknowledge the good work of the Speaker of the House and the 

Legislative staff who enable the smooth running of our Parliamentary 

processes. 

 

Today, however, I give special recognition to the Prime Minister.  

Throughout my five years in office, the Prime Minister and I did not once 

discuss my re-election as Head of State.  The first time this was mentioned 

was last week, on Thursday, when he came to tell me that the HRPP Party 

Caucus had formally decided to nominate me for re-election and that he 

sought my consent and signature for the nomination paper.   

 

The Prime Minister must be applauded for his observance of the ethical 

principle of taofisā (literally an act of restraint, one that is divinely informed 

and untroubled by well-meaning outside advice).   

 

In the religious beliefs of our Christian heritage, we seek the wisdom of God 

in matters such as this and in our search we must show divine restraint or 

taofisā.   

 

By Samoan custom and usage, when Tumua, Pule and their associated 

families (or Aiga) deliberate on matters of succession, the candidates stay in 

separate quarters (known as fale’esea).  During the process of deliberation, 

the candidates are not allowed to canvass Tumua, Pule and Aiga, and 

Tumua, Pule and Aiga are not allowed to canvass or seek counsel from the 

candidates.  Within this separation lies the ethical imperative of taofisā.   

 

Through taofisā the wisdom of our forebears is brought to bear, ensuring 

decision-making processes that are above reproach and enable unity. 

Evidence of this is clear by the nomination and acceptance process adopted 

by Parliament in the House: the Prime Minister put forward the nomination 

and the Leader of the Opposition seconded it; the Prime Minister spoke and 
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then the Leader of the Opposition responded; a motion was put forward for 

acceptance of the nomination and then carried unanimously.    My soul is 

lifted by this show of unity. 

 

I do not take the role of Head of State lightly and the responsibility weighs 

heavily.  But when high Parliamentary and public confidence, esteem, 

dignity and respect are bestowed by such beautiful gestures and words, I am 

moved to say that they must be equally matched and reciprocated with the 

same standards of honor, respect, ethics and due diligence on my part.   

 

While grateful for the reappointment, I am at this moment especially 

conscious of my weaknesses and failings.  I depend on God and your prayers 

to fulfill this role well, and in my solace and comfort I remember the words 

of Isaiah: For I am the Lord your God, who grasps your right hand.  It is I, 

who say to you, “Fear not. I will help you.” (Isaiah 41:13). 

 

 

Thank you and God Bless. 


